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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present structure is built inbo a hillside east of the railroad
tracks, and southeast of the railroad crossing at Church Lane. It is of roughly
dressed coursed stone with mortared joints. An averasge stone is approximately
6 x 12 inches. The front of the kiln faces south. There is a central rectang-
ular projecting bay, approximately 6 feet wide x.éé feet high. This bay con-
tains the kiln chamber, which is in plain view through the crumbling wall. The
chamber is cylindrical, lined with firebrick. The hearth at the base of this
central bey is buried in rubkle. The corners of the bay are strengthened by stone
quoins, an average stone is 10 x 15 inches. On the east and west sides of the
projecting bay, at a height of 6 to 8 feet, is a 2 x 5 foot arched opening through
which the fuel for the kiln was added, and burned. Thesé fireboxes were reached
by earth ramps. The arch is of a double row of brick headers. The central rec-
tangular bay is flanked to the east and west by 6 x i;ﬁfoot retaining walls. On
the west side a 15 x éi foot retaining wall runs parallel to the railroad track.
Running up the stack on either side of the firebox arch is a verticle wooden post
secured .to the wall by 3 iron bolts. Attached to these bolts are iron bars which
run horizontally through the structure and are zfkm  attached to verticle posts
on the other side, evidently to give support to the structure. They may be
original to the structure or added at a later date.

This structure was a perpetual limeburning kiln. It had approximately
30 fooot brick chimneys and was attached to a lime house to the southeast. The
lime house was a brick structure with a concrete floor where lime was dumped to

cool after burning. The lime house burned around 1925.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Thesf structurep wag@ probably built by 1896, when L kilns are indi-

cated on the Tax Assesment of William P. Lindsay. William Lindsay wwened
the land the kilng atspg built on, and also the limestone quarry %east of

. Thess kiln.&o of the I extant in Texas today, remnants of perhaps
LO that once existed in the area. " lum" limestone is available from the
quarries at Texas. Throughout the 19th century Texas was a center for xxx
limeburning, first by farmers, and then at mid-century, Qb; small industrial
concerns. The 3 perpetual kilns extant represent the peak of the development
of the limekiln. It became obsolete by the 1920's, when the small amount of
burned lime still in demand could be supplied kxk by larger,diversified

industry.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.
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